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Introduction 


Terrence G. Kardong, O.S.B., (Editor 1982-  ) 


This special issue of The American Benedictine Review is a thirty- 
year index, covering the years from the beginning of publication till 
1979. There is an author index, plus a classification of articles ac- 
cording to subject. It was thought that an index of titles would serve 
no particular purpose. 

The inspiration for this project was derived from the example of 
our sister-publication, Cistercian Studies, which produces a complete 
index volume every ten years. The recent appearance of this wel- 
come volume, written by Fr. Martinus Cawley, O.C.S.O., of 
Lafayette, OR, reminded the present editor that no comparable work 
has been done on ABR. In order to catch up with CS, we are index- 
ing the first thirty years now and planning to follow through with 
subsequent indices every ten years. 

One factor that helped to move the present project beyond the 
realm of mere good intentions was the invention of the computer. 
This modern tool is ideally suited for such work, since it can sort and 
classify in a flash what used to take hours of tedium and thousands 
of little cards to accomplish. Yet it is well-known that the computer 
can only accomplish what we give it to work with. In this case, the 
classification of the articles according to subject is solely the respon- 
sibility of the author, who must admit that he did not read every last 
one of them. The subject index is the result of educated guesses, 
some of which will no doubt appear ludicrous to those better- 
informed. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank two of my confreres for their 
generous help with this project. Fr. Damian Dietlein taught me the 
computer skills necessary to do the work and he was always avail- 
able when I came to an impasse. Br. Victor Frankenhauser 
proofread the manuscript and caught many things that had become 
invisible to the author. 


Assumption Abbey, 
Richardton, ND, 1987. 


Interpretive Essay 


The American Benedictine Review first saw the light of day in 
March of 1950. The first issue carried a pair of editorials explaining 
its purpose. The first, by Quentin Schaut of St. Vincent Archabbey, 
Latrobe, PA, spoke of the purpose of The American Benedictine 
Academy, of which the Review was the official journal. According to 
Article II of the bylaws, the ABA was: "to serve as an agency to 
stimulate and promote the interests and activities of American 
Benedictines and to cultivate and transmit the best traditions of 
Benedictine life and scholarship." Schaut thought it necessary to 
point out on the next page that the Review could hardly promote all 
Benedictine interests and activities. The main interest would be on 
Benedictine scholarship, which, he noted, "has not witnessed spec- 
tacular development in this country." 

The second editorial was by the editor, Bonaventure Schwinn, of 
St. Benedict’s Abbey, Atchison, KS. He also emphasized scholarship, 
but warned that ABR would only be interested in the work of 
scholars "who make the results of their research intelligible to the 
general reader." Along with this demand for clarity, he offered the 
opinion that research does not have to be "wedded to dullness." He 
also commented that the Review would have a broad scope, as broad 
as human culture, because that was the purview of the Academy. It 
was decided that the journal should not be narrowly focused, since 
Benedictine work is quite diverse. Finally, he added that ABR 
would feature studies by members of the Academy as well as articles 
of interest to them but written by others. 

During Schwinn’s editorship (1950-1958), the journal lived up to 
his promise: it catered to a popularized form of scholarship and it 
aimed at general reader interest. Few of the articles were docu- 
mented in the formal academic style, but many of them were serious 
and thorough-going in their approach. There was an extensive book 
review section for the first five years, but it soon disappeared. 
Travelogues of European monasteries were a staple item, as well as 
news notes from monasteries all over the country. 

During these first years, most of the authors were Benedictines. 
For the period 1950-1954, fully 72% of the pieces were written by 
members of the Order (and presumably of the Academy). That 
figure would drop to 62% for the next five-year period, and it con- 
tinued to drop for the next 20 years, but in the beginning, ABR was 
largely written by Benedictines for Benedictines. 

That never meant, however, that only Benedictine and monastic 
topics were discussed. From the very first issue the scope was as 
broad as had been promised. For example, the June issue of 1950 


contained articles on: Gabriel Marcel, Cromwell, The First Amend- 
ment and Education, Christian Democracy, an Oxford travelogue, 
Monte Cassino, and economics. Those were all subjects that the 
Academy recognized as humanistic and of cultural importance; 
hence, they were admissable. 

Of course, certain particularly Benedictine interests found ample 
expression in those first years, as they have ever since. In the 1950s, 
ABR carried many articles on Liturgy. That was a time when the 
Benedictines were spearheading a renewal of church worship that 
would soon come to fruition in the Second Vatican Council. Fr. 
Michael Ducey of St. Anselm’s Priory in Washington, D.C., wrote 
many reports on the liturgical conferences which met each summer. 
In this matter, ABR and the Benedictines were in the avant-garde. 

If the Benedictines were doing their advance homework for litur- 
gical renewal, however, they were not thinking much about monas- 
ticism as such. It is surprising how few articles from that period 
dealt with either the theory or the history of monastic life. Fr. Odo 
Zimmermann of St. John’s, Collegeville, wrote a serious study of The 
Rule of the Master and The Rule of Benedict in the very first issue, 
but for ten years after that, hardly a single truly scholarly article on 
the Rule appeared. Little wonder, then, that when "monastic 
renewal" was attempted in the 1960s, not much American scholarly 
research could be drawn upon. 

Colman Barry of St. John’s Abbey took over the editorship in 
1958. He soon moved the journal in the direction of his expertise, 
which was historical. A regular feature of that era (1958-1964) was 
historical documentation from the archives of American monasteries. 
Perhaps Benedictines were simply becoming more conscious of their 
heritage and were willing to publish their historical documents. 
Nevertheless, Barry must have stimulated a lot of the historical ac- 
tivity that developed in that period. 

There is no doubt that Barry’s was a vigorous editorship. The 
Review began running interviews of people from all over the country, 
which surely entailed extensive planning and travel on the part of 
the editor. The present writer can remember him visiting his own 
abbey in the early sixties for the sole purpose of promoting articles 
for ABR. At the community meeting on a hot July evening, one 
monk objected that publishing could damage a monk’s humility. 
Barry replied tartly that a better way to cultivate humility would be 
to experience a few rejection slips! 

Another sign of his aggressive approach to editorship lay in the 
numerous survey articles that began to appear at that time. From 
1960 to 1969, for example, Ignatius Hunt published an annual over- 
view of Scripture studies. Ernest Kilzer did the same for philosophy, 


Kilian McDonnell for ecumenics, Polycarp Sherwood for patristics, 
and Evangeline Anderson for education, though none of these were 
on a regular basis. At that time the Review also featured clusters of 
articles on a given subject. Some of these no doubt issued from 
Academy meetings and other conferences, but many of them must 
have been commissioned by the editor. 

If there was any one topic that received special emphasis at this 
time, it was ecumenism. Of the 45 articles on that subject that ap- 
peared in the period of this index (1950-1979), fully half of them are 
located in the period of 1958-1964. When we consider that one of the 
major shifts in Catholic Church policy at Vatican II occurred in just 
this area, it is clear that the Benedictines, or at least their journal, 
were ahead of that shift. 

It was also under Colman Barry that ABR took on "the St. John’s 
Look." The cover was redesigned by Frank Kacmarcik and the print- 
ing was done at the North Central Printing Company, which was 
famous for its fine typography and design work. The size of the 
Review was also considerably expanded at that time, increasing from 
about 120 to 160 pages. All in all, ABR experienced a kind of Golden 
Age under Barry. That fact was noted by the Catholic Press Associa- 
tion, which said: "Special commendation should be given the revital- 
ized American Benedictine Review. Under its new editorial direction 
the Review has suddenly become a major Catholic magazine.” 

In 1964, Teresa Ann Doyle of Mt. St. Scholastica Convent, 
Atchison, became the editor of the Review. Shortly before this hap- 
pened, Quentin Schaut was again asked to formulate a statement of 
principle. He noted in his editorial (1963:3) that the Benedictines 
still suffered from a malady common to American Catholicism in 
general, namely, lack of intellectual depth. He repeated the tradi- 
tional refrain: the Review would not concentrate on monastic sub- 
jects, but would continue to explore all aspects of human wisdom. 
Nevertheless, he insisted that such a broad purpose, far from dis- 
sipating the energy and attention of the monks on the things of God, 
should in fact make them better Benedictines. This philosophy was 
formulated in the aphorism: "schola contemplationis vel sapientiae." 
His point was that you cannot really have the one without the other. 

In 1965, Doyle herself issued an important editorial statement 
entitled "Signs of the Times: A Call for Monastic Scholars." She 
pointed out that the renewal of religious and monastic life mandated 
by Vatican II was facing a serious obstacle. In every monastery 
there was a call for change and restructuring, but unfortunately 
much of the talk amounted to mere sloganeering, since few had suf- 
ficient historical data or theory to contribute to the discussion. 
Hence the need for monastic scholars. 


Although Doyle’s call for more profound monastic studies may 
sound like a repudiation of the broad purview of ABR, in fact she did 
not call for a narrow approach to these matters. For one thing, she 
did not mean to exclude the humane sciences, but asked that they be 
applied to monastic and Benedictine questions. Furthermore, she 
was certainly not calling for a simple return to what was known as 
“tradition,” noting that all too often that simply meant a return to 
19th Century Romanticism. What was needed was a better under- 
standing of monasticism in its non-Benedictine (e.g., Cistercian) and 
non-Christian (e.g. Buddhist) forms. Only then would we be able to 
understand the essence of monasticism apart from its cultural 
manifestation. 

Indeed, the Review made some progress in this direction during 
the 1960s. For the first time, there were serious articles on the na- 
ture of monasticism and the Benedictine charism. Some of this took 
the form of a long interchange between three Benedictine writers, 
Wilfrid Tunink, Ronald Roloff and Claude Peifer. The argument 
here was between a more withdrawn, contemplative monasticism 
versus the traditional American model of apostolic and educational 
activity. Tunink and Peifer took the first position, Roloff the second. 

In the thirty years of ABR surveyed by this index, articles on 
monastic theory are not prominent. True, some 67 of them are 
catalogued under that heading, but of those, not half could be called 
serious scholarship. During the editorship of Teresa Ann Doyle, 17 
of these articles on monastic theory appeared in these pages, several 
of these being major statements on the situation of modern monas- 
ticism. In the 1950s, there were numerous articles describing the 
monastic life as actually lived in our American houses. Since monas- 
ticism is in fact a concrete lifestyle, these descriptions were not with- 
out value. But it was only under the impetus of Vatican II that 
American monks and nuns began to apply their theoretical under- 
standing to monastic questions. 

In 1968, Timothy Fry of St. Benedict’s Abbey, Atchison, became 
the editor of the Review, a position he would hold until 1982. Early 
in his regime, the journal fell into a crisis which threatened its very 
existence. The American Benedictine Academy had lost much of its 
membership and was faced with dissolution; the Review would have 
to be restructured if it were not to die the same death. Since every 
member of the Academy was an automatic subscriber to the Review, 
a whole new basis of funding had to be found. 

Eventually, the abbeys of the country were persuaded to sub- 
sidize the journal by means of an annual gift drive, plus the pur- 
chase of numerous gift-subscriptions to be sent to monasteries 
around the world. The man who engineered this rebuilding of the 


Review was Abbot Brendan Downey of St. Benedict’s Abbey, 
Atchison. He and his community contributed considerable time and 
money to keeping the publication going. Not the least of their con- 
tributions was the editorship of Timothy Fry. 

Like every previous editor, Fry moved the Review in the direction 
of his personal gifts and expertise. In his case, the training was that 
of a scholar of medieval English literature. Thus it was not unusual 
to see an increase of scholarly articles during this period, the last 
one covered by this article. In fact, ABR became a highly sophis- 
ticated journal in the time of Timothy Fry. Under his meticulous 
editing, the watchword was precision and careful research. Hardly 
an article appeared that was not backed by copious documentation 
and scholarly depth. 

Unfortunately, this did not mean that Benedictines were doing 
the scholarship. As a matter of fact, only 28% of the articles for the 
period 1974-1979 were written by members of the Order. In the pre- 
vious five years, the percentage was hardly higher: 32%. Most of the 
authors were now university professors, capable of turning out ma- 
ture and polished scholarship. Many of the articles were in the area 
of literature, and especially medieval English literature. Of the 70 
articles that fall into that category in our 30-year survey, fully 52 of 
them occur in the period 1968-1979. 

Why did the percentage of Benedictine authors fall from two- 
thirds to one-third from 1954 to 1979? No one can say for sure, but 
several suggestions might te ventured. First of all, Benedictine 
scholars became less provincial after the window-opening of Vatican 
II. Before that epochal event they felt a need for an in-house as- 
sociation such as the American Benedictine Academy, but the 
ecumenical age caused them to venture out into the wide world and 
join forces with their scientific peers. As a consequence, these same 
scholars were now more likely to publish in the specialized journals 
of their own discipline rather than in a broadly humanistic journal 
like ABR. Consequently, the broad approach of this Review may 
have cost it the services of some of its own Benedictine constituency. 

By way of parenthesis, it can be noted that the survey articles 
that ABR provided for its readership in the 1960s were rendered ob- 
solete by the drive toward specialization so prominent in the 1970s 
and 1980s. Nowadays, one turns to the Scripture journals and the 
Ecumenical journals for such information. 

But what about monastic questions? If the humanities people 
preferred to publish elsewhere, should not the gap have been filled 
by the monastic scholars? In fact it was not. The revival of monastic 
studies promised by the ferment of the 1960s did not carry over into 
the 1970s. One of the reasons for this may be that that renewal it- 
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self lacked depth and staying power. In fact, life for the Benedictine 
men (the women are a separate case) did not change all that much 
as a result of the Council. Hence the vacuum of monastic scholar- 
ship persisted (and persists today). Why else is it, for example, that 
no serious commentary on the Rule of Benedict has yet emerged from 
American monastics? 

There was another factor, however, that does help to explain the 
failure of the Review to become more monastic in its orientation 
during the 1970s. By then several other English-language monastic 
journals had made their appearance: Cistercian Studies, Monastic 
Studies, Studia Monastica (some English articles), Benedictines, 
Tjurunga and others as well. In recent years, more articles on 
monasticism are being written, many of them by non-monastics, but 
the increase in the number of journals has outstripped the increase 
in production. 

Finally, it has to be admitted that one reason why more Benedic- 
tines are not writing is that they are under no compulsion to do so. 
Professors in graduate schools must "publish or perish," but most 
Benedictines capable of good scholarship teach in the schools run by 
their own communities. These schools usually prefer to give their 
teachers heavy teaching loads rather than time to write. That ap- 
proach may produce a high standard of classroom excellence, but it 
does not serve to promote the quality of a journal like this one. 

Judging from the first thirty years, then, can we say that ABR 
has fulfilled its purpose? It has remained a scholarly review during 
all those years, but the emphasis has moved from a kind of 
haute-vulgarization to more formal scientific scholarship. Whether 
this is a gain or a loss depends on one’s point of view. To the average 
Benedictine reader, the Review has become less accessible, but to the 
learned audience, it has become more challenging, more credible. 

Over the years, the Review has clung stubbornly to its refusal to 
narrow its scope down to articles on monasticism and spirituality (a 
la Cistercian Studies). There is a kind of honesty about this, since 
the Benedictines are in fact much broader than that in their inter- 
ests. But the price we have paid is rather high: we have not been 
able to provide a sustained body of scholarship in the service of 
modern monastic renewal. The current editor takes it as his mission 
and task to remedy that defect. 
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